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The Hyeres golf courses on the Riviera

JBK (Jean-Bernard Kazmierczak)
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Which was the first “"Golf Club” on the Riviera?
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o If the Cannes Golf Club was the first c/ub on the
Riviera (created december 1891) ...

o A golf course pre-existed at Hyeres, since Dec. 1890
It was attached to the Grand Hotel d’Albion
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Golfing Annual — 1891-1892 '4.

4 HYERES
i I @ [) e A H;I::::,e isa conrs connection with the hotel D’Albion,
b, 4 B

@0 [f'[llg CANNES.

CANNES GOLF CLUB, instITuTED 1891.

Hon. Seeretary—Rev. L. J. Fish, Villa Haute Rive,

Annual i

VoL. V.—1891-92, The course, which was mainly secured through the exertions of
H.LH. the Grand Duke Michael of Russia, is situated about one n.nd
a half miles from Cannes, in a beautiful valley commanding.s
views of Crasse and the Esterels. At present there a.re
holes, and the pnncxpul hazards are well-defined ditches, bushgsde:

AT R

AP

Goiled bp
David $. Duncan,

Both existed in 1892

,"‘j",‘ ~ N
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Newspapers & Magazines 5

A few days ago I mentioned that th
HYERES delights of the Riviera, with Monte Carlo throwp
m, had been found to want reunding off, and

o Scotsman, Dec. 29th, 1890 i s o Py s & e
o The Field, Jan. 2", 1891
Additional references: April 18, Oct. 31, Nov. 7 and Dec. 1891

o Coventry Herald 2"d Jan. 1891
“by lying out a nine-hole course at Hyeres”

CANNES

o Le Littoral, (a French newspaper) Dec. 15t, 1891
o The Field, Jan. 2", 1892 — one year after Hyeres.
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The first golf "c/lub”at Hyeres 1891-1894
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The first Hyeres Golf “Club” 7

o Initiated by Messrs Alexandre Peyron & G.R. Corbett
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Alexandre Peyron 8

o Grounding

Born close at Carqueranne, close to Hyeres
(his father had a restaurant there).

He studied cooking at Lyon and Paris
Then moved to GB and served at Windsor Castle
Married to Emily Churchman (Churchman family)

O Back to France, in his hotel(s)
To attract British tourists (Queen Victoria expected at Hyeéres in 1892)
Helped by G.R. Corbett a Bristish banker & consul in Hyeres
He created the first golf course at Hyeres les Salins.
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GOLF ON THE RIVIERA.
Sir,—I have just returned from the south of France, and think it may be

. of interest to many golfers to know that very good links will be opened next
(s?eason on the Riviera. Through the kindness of Mr Corbett, the English
- was enabled a few days ago to visit the lmks, and we

,I feel pretty confident tha,t *mth some few
._ sportmg round of :

: layed a foursome.

' greens. He is enthus
maker,

' and the hills around, and altogethe W
bright sunshine, lovely flowers, and t
wind of a winter i in England,

Eagt Sheen,

* X %
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Location of the first course: HGC - 1 ‘19_ :

=

Kilometres
1 g 3
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Location of the first course: HGC - 1 11

An “undivided back” postcard
(before 1903), featuring the first
Hyeres GC related to the
"Costebelle Hotels of Mr. Peyron).

The Costebelle GC did exist at that
time !

The golfer is driving close to the sea, and "Les Salins’, with the typical bushes.
The postcard could be dated 1894 or earlier.
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The very first competition at Hyeres 12

HYERES GOLF CLUB.

These links have been enormously improved during the last six weeks,
Several labourers have been at work every day under the direction of
Tingey, the professional. The number of players, both ladies and
gentlemen, has very much increased, and the constant trampling of the
course has made the lies through the green much better than they were,
If the course could be extended so as to avoid one bad piece of cross-
ing and to give two more holes, it would be very creditable for a
country where good turf is unknown.

On Friday, February 12th, the fust competition ever held on the
green was organised by somc’players at the ITotel d’Albion, who fixed Fe Eb. 1 2/ 1892

the handicaps and drew up a few bye-laws to suit the specral conditions An d sim //a Ia /'nfo rmation on

of the course. There were nine entries, and a double round of the seven

holes was played for a sweepstakes. The winner was Mr. R. Lodge, ;

who Dla)eh aycon:,lslcntly st!:aady game, but the best single round “gas Fe Eb L 0/ 1 89 2 ( Th e Fi 6/ d)
done by Mr. F. Dun, who would probably have won but for bad luck

in his first round. Mr. Blane played brilliantly for a time, but fell off

slightly towards the end, and had to be content with second honours.

The following scores were handed in :—

1st and
Round. Round. Gross.

Mr. R. Lodge e 38 36 71
Mr. G. G. Blane ... s, 38 36 71
Mr. F. Dun ... .. 40 33 73
Mr. J. Foggo... oy 3% 36 7[
Mr. J. E. Sinclair ... we 4 47

Capt. Swinford . 41 45 86

Mr. J. T. Brunner (25), Mr. l" Medwin (30), and Mr. J. D. Baldry
(40), made no return, or were over I100.

* X 5%
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Constraints 13

o Mr Peyron’s idea was excellent but ...
- The course was attached to an hotel (even if “open to all”)
- Only private (limited) resources could be used

- No grant or subsidy could be provided by the town
- Only 7 holes were available

- A true “club” was necessary

- Mr Corbett (banker and UK consul) who supported the first
Hyeres Golf Links will suggest the creation of a “true club”.
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14

The second golf at Hyeres 1894-1939
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Instituted March 9, 1894 15

EYHRES, Golfing Annual 1894-95

HYERES GOLF CLUB, iNsrrruTen Marcn Yru, 1804,
Fintranee  Fee, Twelve Franes Fifty Conts; Awnnal
Subseriplion, Sixty Franes.  President —Colonel  St. J. p "
Barne. Hon. Viee-Presidenls—Earl of Erne. Rt. Hon The pf evious Ed/l'/0/7 was

A, J. Balfowr, MP,, Siv. T\ Sutherland, K.C.M.G., M.P,, . ]
Count de Beawregodd, Count de Ldautawd, Prinee do annaunC/ng the C/Ub W /th

Rohan,  Caplain — Captain  Slazenger,  Commillec— n ; 7 77
Colonel Lt-yll\Iml-Nnmlluulas. A Pn(hkm. Wi Poel, ¥, C, N o p aft/CU/afS fO/‘Z’/?COmlﬂg '
Rowo, R. Fogg. J. R. Corbett, J. B. W. Maunder, J.

Roborts, R. H. Caivd.  Hon, Seerelary—(i. R. Corbott, . .

Britislt Vieo-Consul, Hydres, France. Greenkeeper and 9 hO/@S at the beg/nn//‘lg

Profesgional—W, Hawlot,
Club Prizes, —Prince de Rohan Prize (ournnmoent), on February P ro. W H am/ ez-

8th and 9th; Corporation Silver Cap (handienp), opon to annual and

- ., [Club Dieorborg: 381 Nevertheless until the end of 1894
e ek okl (e competitions are played over

28rd. -
Records fur Grven—( 1) Professionnl, 38, by W. Hawmlet, in Janunry the ﬁ/‘ St course.
last; (2) Amatenr, 35, by ¥, J, Patton. in December. 1804,
The course of nine holex is situntwd on the banks of the river. ten
minutes’ drive from the town, and is coveral with beantiful torf,
Tho length of the holos varies from 110 to 350 yards. A broak
lonves Costebelle daily for the green, pussing through the town, nud
omnibuges will run frequently.  Hydrew ix the most southerly and
tho nearext winter station on the Rivitra, heing only twonty-cight
hours from Lomlon,

* X 5%
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Location of the second HGC: HGC - 2 16

=
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A letter to the Major of Hyeres '1.7___'
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/eh‘c datd | " 16, 1894 (7 days after /nst/tt/on ), to the /ﬁa VOr
signed by all members of the Board.
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First booklet of the Club _ 1{%,.'

\
MYERES GOLF CLUB.
D
HON. VICE-PRESIDENTS :
EARL OF ERNE.
' J Tue RigHT Hon. A. J. BALFOUR, M.P.
? Sik THOMAS SUTHERLAND,
STATUTES - K.C.M.G., M.P.
‘ | COUNT pe DAVID BEAUREGARD.

OF THE - e COUNT pe LEAUTAND.
: e * &, &c., &c.

\ : PRESIDENT :
BYERES i Coroner St. ]. BARNE.

: , CAPTAIN:
@LF ( LMB : Caprain RALPH SLAZENGER.
, , o : HON. SECRETARY AND TREASURER:
. G. R. CORBETT, Esq.
COMMITTEE:
Coroner. LEYLAND NEEDHAM.
Messks. F. J. PATTON, WM. PEEL, -
F. CARPENTER ROWE,

R. FOGG, J. R. CORBETT,
J. B. MAUNDER,

E-AGH:C
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Changes on the course (HGC) 19

o 1899: new capital investors : Societe Hoteliere de
Marseille et de la Riviéra.

o End 1900: the course is extended to 18 holes.
o And an hotel opened in 1906 (Mr Zick)
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A great event in 1907 20

o After the “Great Match” at Cannes, organised by the
Grand Duke Michael

o Some players made a stop at Hyeres

Massy and Sayers were absent (private engagements; retained at
Cannes by Major & Mrs Clayton for purpose of tuition).
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A greater one in 1908 21

o After the Nice tournament.

O Most of the players (including Massy and Gassiat) will
made a stop at Hyeres-les-Palmier (as well as Costelle
which was just opened).
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4. - HYERES-les-PALMIERS. - Le Golf

E-AGH:C
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The great players at Hyeres, 1908 28

2, - HYERES-les-PALMIERS, - Le Golf

Parfumeric Chambourlier
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Lots of issues after WWI 24

o No bunkers for a too long time.
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Lots of issues after WWI 25

Q)

o No bunkers for a too long tim

HYERES — Golf-Hétel
 L’Hotel et le terrain de.

E-AGH-C

* 4 x




Lots of issues after WWI 26

o The land owner claiming to increase the lease

o Several trials with the City of Hyeres ...
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o Mool s A Eaghh (LB LY

i J I

 GOLF-CLUB HYERES (Var)
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28

An other golf club at Hyeres
Costebelle: 1907 - 1933
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CGC ... Mr Peyron again 2

=

Kilometres
1 g 3
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The COSTEBELLE GOLF Links (18 Holes)

THE COSTEBELLE HOTELS, HYE:RES-(Var) -t E. H. PEYRON, Proprctr :Wm:

HONOURED BY THE RESIDENCE * & HER MAJESTY THE QU N OF ENGLAND 1802

Telegrams : COSTEBELLE-HYERES TELEPHONE : 0-31

General Plan of the Hotels, Showmg Gardens, Golf, Tennis,
Croquets, etc.

The premicr resort on the Rivi
es fi and facing the. dst the pine trees
ebelle Golf Links situated opposite and in

minutes walk
The Cosebelle Lawn Tennis and Cmqucx Club, 5 full size Tennis Couns ~ 8 full size

Croquet Lawns all in Hotel grounds.
250 Rooms and sitting rooms. Electric Light and Central Heaung throughout
Telegraph and Telephone Offices in Hotel. Extensive and well &
selected library
Apartments with bath room. Large and spacious Hall adioining
Ball Room. Orchestra Badminton
Englsh Billiards 3 full size tables Amencan Bar
English and Roman Catholic Churches in Hotel grounds

Connected in MENTON with GRAND HOTEL BELLEVUE
ia MARSEILLES wilh GRAND HOTEL du LOUVRE & de la PAIX

WHAT THE PRESS SAYS

Duily Tv’r.rvvpl- Contebelle i
Ihome
We u Contebielle commands lovely views of the ses and
ulande

hm These reu
walks amongst the

THE BALL HOOM

E-AGH-C
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Costebelle, instituted October, 1907 31

HYERES.—HYERES GOLF CLUB, 18sTITUTED MARCH .
9ry, 1894, Entrance Fee, 50 francs; Annual Subserip- GO/ﬂ/‘}g Annual 1908-09
tion, 125 franes; Secrelar*;G. H. Logan, Golf Hotel,

Hybres. Professional—G. Walls.
Club Prizes,— Hydres Cup (bandieap), January; Riviera Cup, /4 t Hy é/‘e GC

— e ———

February ; Old Club, Golf Hotel, and Hydéres Club Cups, March. .
Record Scors in a Club Competition~73, by J. V. Watson, in Pro: G. Wa/ /5

Mareh, 1908, Green Records—Professional: 67, by J. H. Taylor,
on March 20th, 1908; Amateur: 73, as sbove. Par, (6. The
course, of eightoen holes, varying from 70 to 500 yards, is on
tho banka of the river, ton minutes’ drive from the town. Hydres
is only twenty-eight hours' journey from London. Visitors, 3 francs
s day, 17 franca o weok, or G0 francs & month; Ladios, 3 francs, 12
francs, and 45 francs,  Sunday play.

COSTEBELLE GOLF CLUB, ixsTirvrep Qcrongn, 1007,
Entrance Fee, 40 franes ; Annual Subscription, 100 franes;
Nuwmber of Members, 200. Hon. Sccrclarq-—E. H. Peyron,

I

Costebelle Hotels, Hyéres (Var). rofessional — IR,

MacDonald (North Berwick). . .
Club Prizes,—Comité dos Fites Cup, and Costebolle Hotels Prize, | BRI AU LR RO 0=/ =X EION )

February ; Costebello Cup, Hotel Bellevue Cup, and Palace or -

Louvre Prize, March, Green Record.—75, by H. Vardon and J. Braid, the GO/ﬂng Annua/.
on March 21st, 1908. Par, 72, The conrse, of eighteen holes, varying .

from 131 to 581 yards (cirenit, 0008 yards), is five minutes’ walk from P 10. R. MCDona/d
Costebello Station, nnd ten minuntes’ from the Costebelle Hotels, The

hatards are wide ditches, There is & commodious Club-honse, the

dining-room having seats for sixty. Sunday play. Visitors, 3 francs
a day, 15 francs a week, or 50 francs a menth ; Jadies, 2 franes, 10

francs, or 85 francs.

* X 5%
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The inaugural drive at Costebelle 32

* COSTEBELLE GOLF >

E-AGH-C
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Great players at Costebelle, 1908 33

COSTEBELLE GOLF LINKS. — HYERES. —  Arnaud Massy and J. I, Taylor on the gth Green
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ELLE GOLF LI

The Beuillion ving off from the 6th fec

Jo H Taylor d; 121h, tec. COSTEBELLE GOLF LINKS. — HYERES. — | H. Taylor &
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Hard times after the 1929 crisis 35

o The club will be closed in the early 30s.
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36

Some feats on the Hyeres & Costebelle links
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Records on Hyeres-les-Palmiers

- W. Hamlet 38
- Freemantle 69

- Freemantle 71
- Taylor 67

Jan. 1895
30 March 1900

1906-07
20 March 1907

37

(for 9 holes)
(18-hole course)

(18-hole, madif.)
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Records on Costebelle 38

- Vardon & Braid 75 21 March 1908
- McDonald 72 ~ 1908-09

Amateur
- Bernard Darwin 71 nd. (c. 1914)
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39

Thank you for your attention
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