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Which was the first “Golf Club” on the Riviera?
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 If the Cannes Golf Club was the first club on the 

Riviera (created december 1891) …

 A golf course pre-existed at Hyères, since Dec. 1890

It was attached to the Grand Hotel d’Albion
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Golfing Annual – 1891-1892 4

Both existed in 1892
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Newspapers & Magazines

HYERES

 Scotsman, Dec. 29th, 1890

 The Field, Jan. 2nd, 1891

Additional references: April 18, Oct. 31, Nov. 7 and Dec. 1891

 Coventry Herald 2nd Jan. 1891

“by lying out a nine-hole course at Hyères”

CANNES

 Le Littoral, (a French newspaper) Dec. 15th, 1891 

 The Field, Jan. 2nd, 1892 – one year after Hyères.
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The first golf “club” at Hyères 1891-1894
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The first Hyères Golf “Club”

 Initiated by Messrs Alexandre Peyron & G.R. Corbett
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Alexandre Peyron

 Grounding

Born close at Carqueranne, close to Hyères

(his father had a restaurant there).

He studied cooking at Lyon and Paris

Then moved to GB and served at Windsor Castle

Married to Emily Churchman (Churchman family)
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 Back to France, in his hotel(s)

To attract British tourists (Queen Victoria expected at Hyères in 1892)

Helped by G.R. Corbett a Bristish banker & consul in Hyères

He created the first golf course at Hyères les Salins.
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The Field, April 18, 1891 (end 1st season) 9
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Location of the first course: HGC - 1 10
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Location of the first course: HGC - 1 11

An “undivided back” postcard 
(before 1903), featuring the first  
Hyères GC related to the 
“Costebelle Hotels of Mr. Peyron).

The Costebelle GC did exist at that 
time !

The golfer is driving close to the sea, and “Les Salins”, with the typical bushes.
The postcard could be dated 1894 or earlier.
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The very first competition at Hyères 12

Feb. 12, 1892
And similar information on 
Feb. 20, 1892 (The Field)
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Constraints

 Mr Peyron’s idea was excellent but …

- The course was attached to an hotel (even if “open to all”)

- Only private (limited) resources could be used

- No grant or subsidy could be provided by the town

- Only 7 holes were available

- A true “club” was necessary 

- Mr Corbett (banker and UK consul) who supported the first 

Hyères Golf Links will suggest the creation of a “true club”.
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The second golf at Hyères 1894-1939
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Instituted March 9, 1894 15

Golfing Annual 1894-95

The previous edition was 
announcing the club with 
“No particulars forthcoming”.

9 holes at the beginning
Pro: W. Hamlet

Nevertheless until the end of 1894 
the competitions are played over 
the first course.
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Location of the second HGC: HGC - 2 16
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A letter to the Major of Hyères 17

A letter, dated  March 16, 1894 (7 days after institution), to the mayor
signed by all members of the Board.
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First booklet of the Club 18
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Changes on the course (HGC)

 1899: new capital investors : Société Hôtelière de 

Marseille et de la Riviéra. 

 End 1900: the course is extended to 18 holes.

 And an hotel opened in 1906 (Mr Zick)

19



EAGHC – 14th AGM – Rosendaelsche GC 16, 17 Sept. – Bleijenbeek Golf Museum 18 Sept. 2019

A great event in 1907

 After the “Great Match” at Cannes, organised by the 

Grand Duke Michael

 Some players made a stop at Hyères

Massy and Sayers were  absent (private engagements; retained at 

Cannes by Major & Mrs Clayton for purpose of tuition).

20



EAGHC – 14th AGM – Rosendaelsche GC 16, 17 Sept. – Bleijenbeek Golf Museum 18 Sept. 2019

A greater one in 1908

 After the Nice tournament.

 Most of the players (including Massy and Gassiat) will 

made a stop at Hyères-les-Palmier (as well as Costelle 

which was just opened).
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The great players at Hyères, 1908 22

Massy putting in front of Gassiat.
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The great players at Hyères, 1908 23

Gassiat putting in front of Massy.
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Lots of issues after WWI

 No bunkers for a too long time.
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Lots of issues after WWI

 No bunkers for a too long time.
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Lots of issues after WWI

 The land owner claiming to increase the lease

 Several trials with the City of Hyères …
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Trying to survive … some later events 27

Pro-Am at Hyères in 1934 (here Aubrey Boomer driving) 
En route to play the Italian Open
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An other golf club at Hyères
Costebelle: 1907 - 1933
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CGC … Mr Peyron again 29
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Costebelle – A poster from the period 30
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Costebelle, instituted October, 1907 31

Golfing Annual 1908-09

At Hyère GC
Pro: G. Walls

First reference to Costebelle GC in 
the Golfing Annual.
Pro: R. McDonald
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The inaugural drive at Costebelle 32

First drive by Drive par A. Peyron (Jan. 1908). His son is walking towards him. 
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Great players at Costebelle, 1908 33

Massy and Taylor on the 9th Green at Costebelle. A PC from a long series.
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Great players at Costebelle, 1908 34

Some of the postcards illustrating the 1908 match.
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Hard times after the 1929 crisis

 The club will be closed in the early 30s.

35



EAGHC – 14th AGM – Rosendaelsche GC 16, 17 Sept. – Bleijenbeek Golf Museum 18 Sept. 2019

Some feats on the Hyères & Costebelle links
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Records on Hyères-les-Palmiers

- W. Hamlet 38 Jan. 1895 (for 9 holes)

- Freemantle 69 30 March 1900 (18-hole course)

- Freemantle 71 1906-07 (18-hole, modif.)

- Taylor 67 20 March 1907

37

From the Golfing Annual & Plumon Guides
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Records on Costebelle

- Vardon & Braid  75 21 March 1908

- McDonald 72 ~ 1908-09

Amateur

- Bernard Darwin  71 nd. (c. 1914)
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From the Golfing Annual & Plumon Guides
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39

Thank you for your attention


